Introduction
Desensitization of delayed-type hypersensitivity (DTH) involving an initial overpopulation of lymphokines such as migration inhibition factor, followed by inhibition of lymphokine production.
The present study was conducted to explore the suppressive environment in desensitized mice by using passive transfer of sera or lymph node cells. Furthermore, the restoration of the immunosuppression by the administration of exogenous and/or by an IL-2 dependent antigen-reactive T lymphocyte clone mediating in vivo DTH has been attempted.
Materials and Methods
Immunization/desensitization" Methylated bovine serum albumin (MBSA) was purchased from Sigma, St (C) (days 3-7) . Also, it has been shown that serum IL-2 activity transiently appeared in the mice 3 h after desensitization, and that, in a subsequent step, these mice were unable to express T-cellmediated immune responses such as DTH. 27 and lymphoproliferative diseases. 28 Interestingly, it is possible to demonstrate circulating lymphokines in the face of cutaneous unresponsiveness in human patients 27'28 and experimental animals 5'8'1'29 with these conditions. As mentioned above, this model is useful for investigating regulation of DTH as well as the role of IL-2 in vivo.
